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EYE EXAMINATION FOR ROP SAVES SIGHT
Eye examination is needed even if the outside of the eyes look entirely nomal 

The first examinaton must be by 25-30 days of life, or before discharge if earlier

Severe ROP 
needing 

treatment

Mild or 
moderate 

ROP

Immature 
retinal 

vessels

OR

OR

Mature 
retinal 

vessels

OR

Urgent treatment 
within 48 hours, 
with follow up

Screen again within 
1-3 weeks: ROP may 
start to get better, or 

it may get worse

Screen again with-
in 2-4 weeks: ROP 

may or may not 
develop

No risk of ROP. No 
further sreening 

needed

Regular follow up 
with an eye spe-

cialist until at least 
5 years of age

See an eye 
specialist by one 

year of age

All preterm 
babies: 

visit an eye 
specialist if 

there are any 
concerns about 

the child’s 
eyes or vision 

at any age

What might be found at each examination Immediate action Later action Action at any time


