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Screening of premature babies
for retinopathy in five districts

Times News NETWORK

A ey UL el A
Pune; Retinopathy of pre- EYE ONHIEVEIITION

maturity (ROP) is oneof the
leading causes of blindness
amongpretermbabies in In-
dia.

To diagnose and treat
every infant born with this
condition, Retinopathy of
Prematurity (ROP) India
project was launched at
Aundh District Hospital in
Puneon Wednesday.

The project will be imp-
lemented in five districts in
the state, including Pune,
Thane, Nasik, Osmanabad
and Nagpur.

1t is being spearheaded
by the Public Health Foun-
dation of India in associa-
tion'with the Queen Eliza-
beth  Diamond Jubilee
Trust, UK.

Pune’s King Edward Me-
morial (KEM)and H V Desai
Eye hospitals have together
pledged theirsupporttothis
project.

The two hospitals will
train their staff to screen
for ROP.

In addition, they will al-
s0 provide support services
as well as conduct research

THE PROJECT

» The project aims to raise
awareness about ROP by
working closely with the
state and the district officials
across the country

> In Maharashtra, the @

(SOURCE: H V DESAI EYE HOSPITAL

bomn at or before 34 weeks or
weigh 2kg or less at birth

> It starts 2-4 weeks
after birth. If detected, the
treatment for ROP must
start within 48 hours

AND KEM HOSPITAL, PUNE)

to prevent ROP in Maha-
rashtra.
“Iam confident that the

project will be successful in
lh? state and help us to eli-
minate avoidable blindness

in premature infants,” state
health minister Deepak Sa-
want said via video-confe-
rencing.

G V S Murthy, director,
the Indian Institute of Pub-
lic Health, said, “Under the
project, every premature
baby weighing less than 2kg
orbornator before 34 weeks
of gestation will be scree-
ned for ROP within 30 days
after birth. If ROP is dete
ted, the infant will be provi-
ded with the treatment wit-
hinthenext48hours.”

Eye surgeon Madan
Deshpande, chief medical
director of H V Desai Eye
hospital, said, “The KEM
hospital will train neonato-
logists, paediatricians and
nurses at district hospitals.
The H V Desai hospital will
mentor ophthalmologists in
screening and treatment of
ROP”

District civil surgeon R
K Shelke of District Hospi
tal, Pune, said, “We have be-
en given requisite medical
equipment for detecting
ROP. Besides, our doctors
have also undergone tra
ning for early detection of
thedisease.”
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